
Several factors shape local property values, including quality of area schools and public infrastructure. Over 
Blue Marmot’s life, the project will support local businesses and pay an estimated $15 million to local 
jurisdictions, helping strengthen essential local services such as schools, libraries, and fire departments.

As with all utility-scale solar parks in the U.S., Blue Marmot will undergo extensive studies and approval processes 
through local, state, and federal channels regarding natural resources, habitat conservation, and wildlife impacts. 
Through careful site selection and thoughtful project design, impacts to the land and nearby wildlife can be 
mitigated or entirely avoided.

Solar energy is one of the safest forms of power generation available. The sun provides a tremendous resource 
for generating clean and sustainable electricity without toxic pollution or global warming emissions. Millions of 
families choose to put solar panels on their roofs and literally sleep beneath them.

All modern humans are exposed to electromagnetic fields (EMF) every day and there is no negative health 
impact from the EMF produced in a solar park. . Every electronic device, including phones, televisions, and light 
bulbs, emit EMF. Even in the largest solar parks, the voltages and currents are not very high and are shielded by 
common materials, just like common household electronics. The EMF generated by a typical PV panel is so low, that 
a compass placed on top of an operating solar panel will still point north.3

Blue Marmot will use silicon-based PV panels, which are made of safe, well-tested materials commonly used 
in other building and household products. The panels are fully sealed, preventing trace metals from escaping into 
the surrounding soil, even at grass fire temperatures.2 Solar manufacturers are committed to responsible end-of-life 
management and the solar industry is proactively developing collection and recycling processes for retired panels. 

Ongoing solar park operations are low-impact. A team of solar technicians will regularly inspect the equipment 
and ensure it is maintained. They will be based out of a local Operations & Maintenance building, where 
landowners and residents will be welcome to come ask questions and meet the team. Blue Marmot will also hire 
local contractors to help with things like vegetation management, fencing, and panel washing.

Because solar parks generate clean energy with no air or carbon pollution, ash, or waste products, solar energy 
is an essential factor in America’s response to climate change that will wipe out animal species and their native 
habitats if unaddressed. According to the Audubon Society, climate change is on track to make two-thirds 
of all North American bird species extinct.1 Dramatically reducing carbon pollution is critical to avoid the 
worst impacts on birds and other wildlife, and solar energy comprising a larger portion of the electric grid 
is one key way to do so.

In terms of the project structure itself, several studies analyzing impacts on property values across multiple states 
have concluded that proximity to a utility-scale solar park has no consistent negative impact on adjacent 
property values.

• A 2018 study of five counties in Indiana found that properties within 2 miles of a solar park were an average of 
2% more valuable compared to their value before the solar park was built. 
Cohn Reznick LLP. “Property Value Impact Study: Proposed Solar Farm, McLean County, IL.” August 7, 2018.

• A 2018 study of nine solar parks in Indiana and Illinois found that, compared to comparable control areas, no 
consistent negative impact occurred to adjacent property unit sale prices or other influential market indicators. 
Cohn Reznick LLP. “Adjacent Property Values Solar Impact Study: A Study of Nine Existing Solar Farms.” March 
20, 2018.

• A 2016 study conducted across Illinois determined that the value of properties within one mile of a solar park 
increased by an average of 2% after the solar park was built. 
Kirkland Appraisals. Kirkland, Richard C. Grandy Solar Impact Study. February 25, 2016.

HOW DO SOLAR PARKS AFFECT NEARBY PROPERTY VALUES?

HOW WILL BLUE MARMOT IMPACT LOCAL WILDLIFE?

ARE SOLAR PANELS SAFE?

HOW MUCH ACTIVITY WILL OCCUR AT THE SOLAR PARK ONCE IT IS OPERATIONAL?

1 Audubon Society. “Survival by Degrees: 389 Bird Species on the Brink.”
2 Department of Energy. “Farmer’s Guide to Going Solar.”

Frequently Asked Questions

2 Tommy Cleveland, NC State University Clean Energy Techonology. Center “Health & Safety Impacts of Solar Photovoltaics.” 2017.



Blue Marmot Solar Park is required to submit a “Restoration and Financial Assurance Plan” as part of the county permitting process. 
The plan contains a detailed assessment of what it will take to remove the project and recycle  or safely dispose of its 
components, as well as financial assurances in an amount equal to the cost estimate for decommissioning the project.

No, EDP Renewables North America (EDPR NA), the developer, owner and operator of Blue Marmot Solar Park, is an American 
company with headquarters in Houston, TX. The company was founded in the 1990s as Zilkha Renewable Energy before growing 
into Horizon Wind Energy. Energias de Portugal (EDP), like many utilities around the world, saw a business opportunity in the rapid 
growth of renewable energy in the U.S. and in 2007, EDP acquired Horizon. 

Blue Marmot Solar Park will not be receiving cash payments or loans from the government. Instead, the project will qualify for 
the same federal tax credit that homeowners can receive for installing solar panels on their property.

Blue Marmot Solar Park will be constructed largely with recyclable, salvageable, or reusable materials consisting of steel, 
aluminum, concrete, solar modules, electrical cables and wires, as well as specialized pieces of electrical equipment, including 
large transformers. The site will feature steel fencing along its perimeter and gravel placed on access road segments and in the 
substation and laydown areas. When the project has reached the end of its operational life, the components will be disassembled, 
and component materials will be disposed of based on their demand as scrap, depending on the material composition and market for 
recyclables at that time.

EDP, the parent company of EDPR NA, is publicly traded on the stock market, allowing individuals and institutions from around the 
world to invest in the company. In 2012, a power company called China Three Gorges purchased EDP stock and today owns less 
than a 20% stake in EDP. These kinds of transactions fall under the oversight of the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS). The Committee is charged with reviewing foreign transactions and investment in 
order to safeguard our national security and EDPR abides by all rules and requirements imposed by CFIUS.

In fact, Blue Marmot Solar Park will significantly increase the local tax base, generating approximately $15 million dollars in additional 
revenue for schools and other public services Lakeview residents rely on.

EDPR NA currently employs approximately 800 Americans, many of whom are working at wind farms and solar parks in rural 
communities across the country.

Construction, operation, and decommissioning (i.e., retirement and restoration) of the Project will not cause site contamination by 
hazardous materials.

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE SOLAR PROJECT AT THE END OF ITS USEFUL LIFE 

OR IF THE COMPANY GOES BANKRUPT?

IS IT TRUE THAT A CHINESE-OWNED COMPANY IS TRYING TO 

COME INTO MY COMMUNITY?

ARE MY TAX DOLLARS FUNDING BLUE MARMOT SOLAR PARK?

Frequently Asked Questions

View: One of the great things about solar parks is that once they are up, most residents in the area don’t notice them. They are 
typically only about eight feet tall and easily obscured by vegetation or fencing. Around EDPR solar parks, we typically use either 
slatted fencing or shrubs to obscure the park and help it blend into the surrounding landscape.

Glare: Solar PV modules produce energy by absorbing light, so they are designed to reflect as little light as possible, since that would 
be wasted potential energy. Solar panels are made from non-reflective glass and are generally less reflective than windows. 
From above, any potential glare would be comparable to that of windows or water. In fact, solar PV modules are safely installed at a 
number of airports across the U.S.

Sound: Solar parks are essentially silent neighbors. Some of the tracking monitors and inverters may produce a quiet, ambient hum 
that can be heard while standing in the solar park itself, but it will be virtually silent from outside of the project fence.

HOW WILL THE SOLAR PARK LOOK? HOW WELL WILL IT 

BLEND IN WITH THE LANDSCAPE?

The slatted fencing uses long slats of plastic that are woven through the fence links to create a visual barrier. When we use 
vegetation for visual screening, we plant shrubs along the outside of the fence to obscure the view of the solar panels and security 
fence. In both instances, we work closely with local leaders, community members, and project neighbors to find a solution that best 
suits their needs.


