
Several factors shape local property values, including quality of area schools and public infrastructure. Over Blue Marmot’s life, the project 
will support local businesses and pay approximately $10 million to the local government, helping strengthen essential local services 
such as schools, roads, and fire departments.

View: One of the great things about solar parks is that once they are up, most residents in the area don’t notice them. They are typically only 
about eight feet tall, easily obscured by vegetation or fencing, and often only visible to the participating landowners. Around EDPR solar 
parks, we typically use either slatted fencing or shrubs to obscure the park and help it blend into the surrounding landscape.

As with all utility-scale solar parks in the U.S., Blue Marmot will undergo extensive studies and approval processes through local, state, and 
federal channels regarding natural resources, habitat conservation, and wildlife impacts. Through careful site selection and thoughtful project 
design, impacts to the land and nearby wildlife can be mitigated or entirely avoided.

Ongoing solar park operations are low-impact. A team of solar technicians will regularly inspect the equipment and ensure it is maintained. 
They will be based out of a local Operations & Maintenance building, where landowners and residents will be welcome to come ask questions 
and meet the team. Blue Marmot will also hire local contractors to help with things like mowing, pest control, and panel washing.

Because solar parks generate clean energy with no air or carbon pollution, ash, or waste products, solar energy is an essential factor in America’s 
response to climate change that will wipe out animal species and their native habitats if unaddressed. According to the Audubon Society, climate 
change is on track to make two-thirds of all North American bird species extinct.1 Dramatically reducing carbon pollution is critical to avoid 
the worst impacts on birds and other wildlife, and solar energy comprising a larger portion of the electric grid is one key way to do so.

Glare: Solar PV modules produce energy by absorbing light, so they are designed to reflect as little light as possible, since that would be wasted 
potential energy. They are made from non-reflective glass and are generally less reflective than windows. From above, any potential glare 
would be comparable to that of windows or water. In fact, solar PV modules are safely installed at a number of airports across the U.S.

Sound: Solar parks are essentially silent neighbors. Some of the tracking monitors and inverters may produce a quiet, ambient hum that 
can be heard while standing in the solar park itself, but it will be virtually silent from outside of the project fence.

In terms of the project structure itself, several studies analyzing impacts on property values across multiple states have concluded that 
proximity to a utility-scale solar park has no consistent negative impact on adjacent property values.

• A 2018 study of five counties in Indiana found that properties within 2 miles of a solar park were an average of 2% more valuable compared 
to their value before the solar park was built. 
Cohn Reznick LLP. “Property Value Impact Study: Proposed Solar Farm, McLean County, IL.” August 7, 2018.

• A 2018 study of nine solar parks in Indiana and Illinois found that, compared to comparable control areas, no consistent negative impact 
occurred to adjacent property unit sale prices or other influential market indicators. 
Cohn Reznick LLP. “Adjacent Property Values Solar Impact Study: A Study of Nine Existing Solar Farms.” March 20, 2018.

• A 2016 study conducted across Illinois determined that the value of properties within one mile of a solar park increased by an average of 
2% after the solar park was built. 
Kirkland Appraisals. Kirkland, Richard C. Grandy Solar Impact Study. February 25, 2016.

How do solar parks affect nearby property values?

How will the solar park look? How well will it blend in with the landscape?

How will Blue Marmot impact local wildlife?

How much activity will occur at the solar park once it is operational?

The slatted fencing uses long slats of plastic that are woven through the fence links to create a visual barrier. When we use vegetation for visual 
screening, we plant shrubs along the outside of the fence to obscure the view of the solar panels and security fence. In both instances, we 
work closely with local leaders, community members, and project neighbors to find a solution that best suits their needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

1 Audubon Society. “Survival by Degrees: 389 Bird Species on the Brink.”


