
Solar Projects and Agriculture

Solar parks can help strengthen local agriculture by providing landowners with stable, reliable income that 
can be put toward expanding the farming operation, retirement savings, reinvesting in the local economy, 
and hedge against the unpredictable ups and downs of farming.

1,2 Department of Energy. “Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. “A Farmer’s Guide to Going Solar.”

Safeguarding the Environment

As with all utility-scale solar parks in the U.S., Blue Marmot will undergo extensive studies and approval 
processes through local, state, and federal channels regarding natural resources, habitat conservation, and 
wildlife impacts. Through careful site selection and thoughtful project design, impacts to the land and nearby 
wildlife can be mitigated or entirely avoided.

Silicon-based PV panels are made of safe, well-tested materials commonly used in building and household 
products. The panels are fully sealed, preventing trace metals from escaping into the surrounding soil.2

In order to host a solar park, a section of a 
participating landowner’s property will be 
fenced off and planted with an environmentally-
friendly seed mix designed for the local climate 
and soil type. During the 35 year lifespan of the 
project, the land is able to rest and replenish.

After the project is decommissioned, the equipment 
will be removed and the land can return to its 
original use, including farming or ranching.

Preserving the Land for the 
Next Generation

Returning to Production After the 
Solar Park’s Life

Using ag land for a solar park gives heavily 
farmed land a rest and a chance to recover. 
This rest period can help boost soil quality 
and increase local biodiversity, leaving the 
land recovered and ready to serve future 
generations after the solar park’s life.1

The Energy Facility Siting Council (EFSC) process 
includes a “Retirement and Financial Assurance 
Standard,” which requires EDPR NA to restore the 
Blue Marmot site to a useful condition when the 
facility is done operating.

EDPR NA is also required to obtain a bond or letter 
of credit to ensure that the site is decommissioned 
regardless of the project’s future financial position.

- Walt Pooser, South Carolina landowner

My land is very important to me.

They’ve planted grass on it to keep it 
from eroding. They really respect the 
land and the landowners.

EDPR hasn’t done anything that can’t be 
removed off the land.


